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Catholic Ancestors? 

 

 

Having difficulty tracking down your 

family before the censuses and civil 

registration? 

 

Found a marriage or a death in a parish 

register, but can’t find baptisms in any 

Anglican parish registers? 

 

Irish or continental immigrants in the 

18
th

 or 19
th

 century? 

 

Try Roman Catholic records! 

 

We are here to help. 

Brief history of Catholicism in England 

and Wales 

 

From the Act of Uniformity in 1559, 

everyone had to attend the local parish 

church, where services used the new 

Protestant prayer book. Those who did not 

were given heavy fines.  

 

Until the Catholic Relief Act of 1829, 

Roman Catholics continued to practise, 

often in secret, under conditions of 

harassment and punishment. 

 

The Hardwicke Marriage Act of 1753 

ensured that for Roman Catholics, only 

marriages conducted in the Anglican 

Church were legally recognised until the 

Civil Registration Act of 1837. Many 

Catholics also had another marriage 

conducted by a ‘popish’ priest. 

 

Catholics were not allowed to have 

churches and so when they died, they 

continued to be buried in the local parish 

churchyard. Catholic priests continued to 

baptise when they could and kept records 

in private notebooks.  

 

Priests and people risked their lives to 

maintain the Catholic Faith and its 

practice. 

 

The Catholic Family History Society 

exists to encourage those who have 

Catholic ancestry to research their family 

history, especially in England and Wales 

and however far back. It publishes a 

journal three times a year. There is a local 

group that arranges meetings in N W 

England. 

Membership of the Society entitles you to 

attend any of the meetings organised by 

the Society, receive copies of the Catholic 

Ancestor, have your research interests 

listed and join in the activities of the 

Society. 

 

The Society has a web page at 

www.catholic-history.org.uk/cfhs. Here 

there is a facility to join and pay on-line 

through GENfair. 

www.genfair.co.uk/supplier.php?sid=227 

 

Other pages of the web site list material 

that might be helpful and provides links to 

other Roman Catholic sources. 

 

Find us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/CatholicFHS or by 

searching for Catholic Family History 

Society. 

Follow our blog at  

catholicfhs.wordpress.com 
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